
                                       July 2020 Pastoral Thought 
 
      As we enter the month of July, we are coming off a very unsettling time in our 
country.  We’ve seen protests, riots, and the mass looting of stores and businesses. 
We’ve seen the appalling death of George Floyd and the chaotic events following it. 
Black Lives Matter is a group and movement within our country calling attention to the 
loss of black lives by law enforcement.  They are seeking to defund the police and this 
is gaining traction in some cities throughout our country.  In this time several police 
officers have been killed and over 800 officers have been injured.  These elements have 
created a division within our country, cities and states.  But maybe solving this does not 
come from politics or from legislation. It should come from a spiritual foundation and 
strength within as a country and as a people of faith.  But where do we find this?  Isiah 
55:6 says “seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near”.  
Sometimes answers and solutions begin with where we look.  We seek the Lord and 
call on him through prayer. In Psalm 28:7 we pray “The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; my heart trusts in him and he helps me”. We ask the Lord for strength, wisdom 
and perseverance in working our way through the many issues dividing our country, 
states, and cities. We ask the Lord for the ability to work together with a unity of 
purpose. 
        In the month of July we have 4 Sundays in OrdinaryTime which will last until 
November.  Green will be the dominant Liturgical Color from now until then. The term 
Ordinary Time sounds uneventful and boring.  But when we think about it God used 
ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things throughout salvation history.  Many 
times when God called ordinary people to be leaders and prophets, they thought 
themselves unworthy and unable to answer God’s calling.  Moses declared himself 
“slow of speech and tongue”.  Isiah declared himself a man of unclean lips.  Jeremiah 
said he was too young and did not know how to speak. David was the youngest son 
tending sheep.  God took ordinary people to be prophets and kings.  Our Blessed 
Mother was the handmaid of the Lord chosen to be the Mother of God.  John the Baptist 
was a voice crying out in the desert preparing the way of the Lord.  Jesus chose 
ordinary fishermen as the first apostles.  
      Aware of this, we realize that we are ordinary people. However we see how God 
called ordinary people to do extraordinary things. Mother Teresa was an ordinary sister 
working in the streets of Calcutta.  Fr. Michael J. McGivney was an ordinary priest in 
New Haven, Connecticut.  They are models and inspirations to all of us today.  As 
ordinary folks living the Gospel and following Jesus to the best of our ability, who knows 
who the future saints might be.  Who knows what changes will take place in our country, 
church, and in our hearts as a people of God?  There are more saints than those listed 
on the Liturgical Calendar.  A saint is one who has served the Lord and entered the 
kingdom of heaven.  There are countless numbers of saints whose names we will never 
know.  We can only hope and pray that we can join them in the kingdom of heaven.  
That is my prayer for all of you.          Fr. Phil 
       
 


